
CON 

?{ To (but Up ; to imprifonj to immure j to reflrain within 
certain limits. 

ril not over the threfhold. . 

Fy, you confine yourfelf moft unreafonably : come, you 

muft go vifit the good lady. Shakefpeare' s Coriolanus. 

I had been 

As broad and gen’ral as the cafing air ; 

But now I’m cabbin’d, cribb’d, confine /, bound in 
To faucy doubts. Shake/ cares Macbeth . 

3. To reft rain ; to tie up to. 

He is to confine himfelf to the compafs of numbers, and the 
flavery of rhime. Dryden. 

Confi'neless. adj. [from confine.] Boundlcfs ; unlimited 3 un- 
bounded ; without end. 

Black Macbeth 

Will feem as pure as fnow, and the poor ftate 
Efteem him as a lamb, being compar’d 
With my confinelefs harms. Shakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

Confinement, n.f. [from confine.] Imprifonment ; incar- 
ceration ; reftraint of liberty. 

Our hidden foes, 

Now joyful from their long confinement rofe. Dryd Virgil. 
The mind hates reftraint, and is apt to fancy itfelf under 
confinement , when the fight is pent up in a narrow compafs. 

Addifon's Spectator, N'T 412. 
As to the numbers who are under this reftraint, people do 
not feem fo much furprifed at the confinement of fome as the 
liberty of others. Addifon's Freeholder, N°. 16. 

ConfFner. n.f. [from confine.] 

1. A borderer; one that lives upon confines; one that inhabits 
the extreme parts of a country. 

The fenate hath ftirr’d up the confiners. Shake/. Cymbelhie. 
Happy confiners you of other lands, 

That drift your foil. Daniel's Civil War. 

1 . A near neighbour. 

Though gladnefs and grief be oppofite in nature, yet they 
are fuch neighbours and confiners in art, that the lead: touch 
of a pencil will tranflate a crying into a laughing face. JVotton. 
3. One which touches upon two different regions. 

The participles or confiners between plants and living crea- 
tures, are fuch as have 110 local motion ; fuch as oyfters Bacon. 
Confi'nity. n.f [ confinitas , Latin.] Nearnefs; neighbour- 
hood. Did. 

To CONFFRM. v. a. [ confirmo , Latin.] 

1. To put paft doubt by new evidence. 

The teftimony of Chrift was confirmed in you. 1 Cor. i. 6. 

Whilft all the ftars, that round her burn, 

And all the planets in their turn, 

Coy fir 711 the tidings as they roll. 

And fpread the truth from pole to pole. Addifon's Spedator. 

2. To fettle ; to eftablifh either perfons or things. 

I confirm thee in the high priefthood, and appoint thee 
ruler. _ _ 1 Mac. xi. 57. 

Confirm the crown to me and to mine heirs. Sh. Henry VI. 

3. To fix ; to radicate. 

Fernelius never cured a confirmed pox without it. TVifeman. 

4. To complete; to perfect. 

He only liv’d but ’till he was a man ; 

The which no fooner had his prowefs confirm'd , 

But like a man he died. Shakefpeare' s Macbeth. 

5. To ftrengthen by new folemnities or ties. 

That treaty, fo prejudicial, ought to have been remitted 
rather than coii firmed. Swift . 

6. To admit to the full privileges of a Chriftian, by impofition 
of hands. 

Thofe which are thus confirmed , are thereby fuppofed to be 
fit for admiftion to the facrament. Hammond's fundamentals. 
Confirmable, adj. [from confirm.] That which is capable 
of inconteftible evidence. 

It may receive a fpurious inmate, as is confirmable by many 
examples. Brown s Vulgar Errours, b. 111. c. 17. 

Confirmation, n.f [from confirm.] 

1. The aft of eftablifhing any thing or perfon; fettlement ; 
eftablifhment. 

Embrace and love this man.— — — » 

With brother’s love I do it. — 

*And let heav’n 


Witnefs how dear I hold this confirmation ! Shak. Hen. VIII. 

2. Evidence by which any thing is afeertained ; additional 

proof. 

A falfe report hath 

Honour’d with confirmation your great judgment. Shake/p. 
The fea-captains anfwered, that they would perform his 
command; and, in confirmation thereof, promifed not to do 
any thing which befeemed not valiant men. Knolles s Hijtory. 

3. Proof; convincing teftimony. 

Wanting frequent confirmation in a matter fo confirmable, 

their affirmation carrieth but flow perfuafion. # Li own. 

The arguments brought by Chrift for the confirmation of his 
doctrine, were in themfelves fuffeient. SoutFs Sermons. 

4. An ecclefiaftical rite. 


CON 

What ij prepared for in catechifing, is, in the next place, 
performed by confirmation ; a moft profitable ulage of the 
church, tranferibed from the pra&ice of the apoftles, which 
conftfts in two parts : the child’s undertaking, in his own 
name, every part of the baptifmal vow, (having firft approved 
himfelf to underftand it) ; and to that purpofe, that he may 
more folemnly enter this obligation, bringing fome godfather 
with him, not now (as in baptifm) as his procurator to un- 
dertake for him, but as a witnefs to teftify his entering this 
^ obligation. Hammond on Fundamentals. 

ConfirmaTor. n-.fi [from confirmo , Latin.] An attefter; 
he that puts a matter paft doubt. 

7 here wants herein the definitive confirmatory and teft of 
things uncertain, the fenfe of man. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 
Confirmatory, adj. [from confirm.] Giving additional 
teftimony ; eftablifhing with new force. 

ConfFrmedness. n.J, [from confirmed.] Confirmed ftate; 
radication. 

If the difficulty arife from the confirmednefs of habit, every 
refiftance, as it weakens the habit, abates the difficulty. 

Decay of Piety. 

ConfFrmer. n.f [from confirm.] One that confirms; one 
that produces evidence or ftrength ; an attefter; an efta- 
blifher. 

Be thefe fad fighs confirmers of thy words ? 

Then fpeak again. Shakefpeare' s King John. 

The oath of a lover is no ftronger than the word of a 
tapfter : they are both the confirmers of falfe reckonings. Shak. 
ConfFscable. adj. [from confij'eate. ] Liable to forfeiture. 

To CONFFSCAl'E. v. a. [cor fife are, coifijquer, i. e. in publicum 
addicere, from fifeusy which originally lignifieth a hamper, 
pannier, bafket, or freil ; but metonymically the emperor’s 
treafure, becaufe it was anciently kept in fuch hampers. Cowel.] 
To transfer private property to the prince or publick, by way 
of penalty for an offence. 

It was judged that he ftiould be banifhed, and his whole 
eftate confifcated and feized, and his houfes pulled down. Bacon . . 
Whatever fifh the vulgar fry excel. 

Belong to Cagfa/, wherefoe’er they fwim. 

By their own worth confijcated to him. Dryd. Jura. Sat. iv. 
Confiscate, adj. [from the verb.] Transferred to the pub- 
lick as forfeit. 

Thy lands and goods 
Are, by the laws of Venice, confijcate 
Unto the ftate of Venice. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 
Confiscation, n.f [from corfifiate.] 1 he a<ft of transfeir- 
ing the forfeited goods of criminals to publick life. 

It was in every man’s eye, what great forfeitures and confifi 
cations he had at that prefent to help himfelf. Bacon's H. VII. 
Co'nfitent. n.f. [conftensy Latin.] One confeifing ; one 
who confeffes his faults. 

A wide difference there is between a meer conf.tent and a 
true penitent. Decay of Piety. 

Co'nfiture. n.f [French, from ccnfeduroy Latin.] A fweet- 
meat ; a confedlion. 

It is certain, that there be fome houfes wherein confitures 
and pies will gather mould more than in others. Bacon. 

We contain a confiture houfe, where we make all fweet- 
meats, dry and moift, and divers pleafant wines. Bacon. 
To Coni- Fx. v. a. [confgo confxumyGtsiui.] I o fix down; to 
faften. 

As this is true, 

Let me in fafety raife me from my knees; 

Or elfe, for ever be confixed here, 

A marble monument ! Shakefp. Meafure for Meafure. 

Confla'grant. adj. [eonfiagransy Latin.] Burning toge- 
ther ; involved in a general fire. 

Then raife 

From the confiagrant mafs, purg’d and refin’d. 

New heav’ns, new earth. Miltons P aradife Lofly b. xu. 
Conflagration, n.f [confiagratioy Latin.] 

1. A general fire fpreading over a large fp2ce. # . 

The opinion deriveth the complexion from the deviation ot 
the fun, and the conflagration of all things under Phaeton. 

Brown's Vidgar Erroursy b. vi. c. 10. 
Next o’er the plains, where ripen’d harvefts grow. 

The running conflagration fpreads below. Addifi Ovid s Met. 
Mankind hath had a gradual increafe, notwithftanding what 
floods and conflagrations , and the religious profeffion of celi- 
bacy, may have interrupted. Bentley s Sermons. 

2. It is generally taken for the fire which (hall conlume t is 
world at the confummation of things. 

ConflaTion. n. f. [conflatmiy Latin.] 

1. The a£t of blowing many inftruments together. 

The fweeteft and beft harmony is, when every pait or in 
ftrument is not heard by itfelf, but a conflation of them 

Bacon's Natural Hifiory , N°. 22 5 » 

2. A calling or melting of metal. 

Confle'xure. n.f [conflexura, Latin.] A bending or turni ^ 
To CONFLICT, v.n. [confligo, Lat.] Toftnve; to contei , 
to fight; to ftruggle ; to contend; to encounter; to engage^ 




C O N ;• 

Bare unhoufed trunks 

fo the anting dements expofcd, ^ 

Anfwcr meer nature. c 

You (hell hear under the earth a horrible thundering of hre 

and water cmfliSmg together. Bacons Katin ul Hj ) 

A man would be content to ftriyewith himfelf, and confix 
' with great difficulties, in hopes of a r.ngnty reward. hllotjm. 
Luff’d into foam, the fierce confiding brims 
Seems o’er a thoufand raging waves to burn. Tbomfi fh m e . 

A Conflict. n.J. [conflict us, Latin.] 

. A violent collifton, or oppofition or two 1 abidances. 

Pour dephlegmed fpirit of vinegar upon fait ot tartar, and 
there will be fuch a conflict or ebullition, as if there were icarcc 
two more contrary bodies in nature. . Boyle s Scept.Lhyn. 

2. A combat; a fight between two. It is (eldom uled or a ge- 
neral battle. . 

The It chiefs conflid with the giant itout. 

Wherein captiv’d, of life or death he ftood in doubt. 

Fairy Jucen, b. i. can. 7. Jlauz. 20. 

It is my father’s face, ^ 

Whom in this conflid l unawares have kill’d. Shak. H. VI. 

7. Conteft ; ft rife ; contention. . . , 

There is a kind of merry war betwixt figmor Benedick and 
her: they never meet but there’s a fkirmilh ot wit between 
' them. — Alas! he gets nothing by that. In our laft conflidy 
four of his five wits went halting oft. ShakejpeaYe. 

4. Struggle; agony; pang. 

No all u ranee touching victories can make pieient conflius 
fo fweet and eafy, but nature will fhun and {brink from tncm. 

Hooker y b. v. jed. 48. 

If he attempt this great change, wiff what labour and con- 
fid muft he accompliff it ? , ^Rogers' s Sermon. 

He perceiv’d 

T IP unequal conflid then, as angels look 
On dying faints. F hotnfon' s Summer, A 1190. 

Confluence, n.f [ confluo , Latin.] 
j. The junction or union ot feveral ftreams. 

You fee this confluen e, this great flood of vifiters. Shake f 
Nimrod, who uturped dominion over the reft, fat down 
in the very confluence of all thofe rivers which watered Para- 
dife. Raleigh's Hi/lory of the JVorld. 

Bagdct is beneath the confluence of Tigris and Euphrates. 

Brerewood on Languages. 
In the veins innumerable little rivulets have their confluence 
into the great vein, the common channel of the blood. Jbentley . 

2. T he adi of crowding to a place. 

You had found by experience the trouble of all men’s con- 
fluence , and for all matters, to yourfelf. Bacon's Adv. to Villiers. 

3. A concourfe ; a multitude cro tided into one place. 

This will draw a confluence of people from all parts of the 
country. Temple. 

CQ'N FLUENT, adj. [ con flu ens , Lat.] Running one into an- 
other ; meeting. 

At length, to make their various currents one. 

The congregated floods together run : 

Thefe confluent ftreams make fome great river’s head, 

By ftores itill melting and defending fed. Llackm. Creation. 
Co nflux, n. f [ conflux io , Latin.] 

1. i he union of feveral currents ; concourfe. 

Pie quickly, by the general conflux and concourfe of the 
whole people, {heightened his quarters. Clarendon , b. viii. 

2. Crowd; multitude collected. 

To the gates caft round thine eye, and fee 
What conflux ifluing forth, or ent’ring in. Milt. Par. Reg. 
Confo'rm. adj. [conformity Latin. J AiPuming the fame form ; 
wearing the fame form ; refemblmg. 

Variety of tunes doth difpofe the fpirits to variety of paf- 
fions con form unto them. Ba oil's Natural Hifiory , b. x. 

I o CONPO'RM. v. a. [confonho, Latin.] 'Fo reduce to the 
like appearance, fhape, or manner with fomething elfe. 

1 hen followed that moft natural effect of conforming one’s 
felf to that which xhe did like. Sidney , b. ii. 

I he apoftles did conform the Chriftians as much as might 
be, according to the pattern of the Jews. Hooker , b. iv. f fj. 

Demand of them wherefore they conform not themfelves 
unto the order of the chinch r Hooker , b. iii. 

7 o Confo'rm. v.n. I o comply with ; to yield to. 

Among mankind fo few there are, 

Aw ho will conform to philofophick fare. Dryden jun. Jhv. 
Von f o r m a cl e . adj. [ from conform . ] 

1. Having the fame form ; ufnig the fame manners ; agreeing 
either in exterior or moral characters ; fimilar ; refembling. ° 

1 he Gentiles were not made conformable unto the Jews, 
in that which was neceflarily to ceafe at the coming of Chrift. 

T , r . IH.kcr, b. iv. fid. 11. 

2. it has fometimes to before that with which there is aorec- 

ment. D 

He gives a reafon conformable to the principles. Arbutlmot. 

3. bometimes with. 

1 he fragments of Sappho give us a tafte of hqr way of 
tmg, perfectly conformable ■ with that character wp flmf 
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writi 

h ? r j n .. Addifon's Spectator, N‘ J . 227. 

4. AiZieeable ; .mtable ; not oppofite 5 confiftent. 

VOL. I. 


Nature is very confonant and aafonncMc to-.Kskv j-gg' 

The preclusions of a great genius, with many U cs 
preferable to the works of an ihlenour autnoi, u uj f 

la, and conformable to all the rules ot corrcA writ mg r, MJ»u 

5. Compliant ; ready to follow cliieet.ohs; lubnnflive, peac 

able; obiequiotis. 

IVe been to you a true and humble wile. 

At all time to your Will conformable: Shakefpeare s Hey ) M 
For all the kingdoms of the earth to yield themfelves v\ ^7 
■conformable, in whatever fhould be required, it was the ir 
dulv Hooker^ b. iv. Jed. 14- 

Such fpirituai delations are reformed by a cojormable _devo r 

tion, and the well-tempered zeal of the tiue ltncian P U1 

’ Sprat is Sermons. 

Confo'rm ably. adv. [from conformable.] W ith conformity ; 

agreeably ; fuitablv. . . .. ^ 

So a man obferve the agreement of his own imaginations, 

and talk conformably, it is all certainty. . 

I have treated of the fex conformally to this definition, cl' ij 
Conformation. n.J . [French; conformatio, Latin.] 

1. The form of things as relating to each other; the par- 

ticular texture, and confiftence of the parts of a booy, and 
their difpofitidn to make a whole; as, light oj di fin rnt to 
lours is refled cd from bodies according to their different confor- 
mation. . . 

Varieties are found in the different natural fliapes^ of the 
mouth, and feveral conformations of the organs. Holder s hlem. 

Where there happens to be luch a ftrudt.ure and confonfia- 
tion of the earth, as that the fire may pafs freely unto thele 
{piracies, it then readily gets out. II oodward s Ant. Hijloi *. 

2. The act of producing fuitablenefs, or conformity to any 
thing. 

Virtue and vice, fin and holmcfs, and the conformation of 
our hearts and lives to the duties of true religion and mora- 
lity, are thing; of more confcquence than, the furniture of 
underftanding. JVatts. 

Confo'rmist. n.f. [from conform.] One that complies 
with the worffip of the church of England; not a dilienter. 
Confo'rmity. n. f. [from conform.] 

1. Similitude; refemblance ; the ftate of having the' fame cha- 
racter of manners or form. 

By the knowledge of truth, and exercife of virtue, man; 
amongft the creatures of this world, afpireth to the greateft: 
conformity with God. Hooker , b. i. fed. 5. 

Judge not what is beft 

By pleafure, though to nature feeming meet ; 

Created as thou art to nobler end, 

Holy and pure, conformity divine ! Milton' s P aradife Lojl . 
Space and duration have a great conformity in this, that they 
arc juftly reckoned amongft our fimple ideas. Locke. 

"Fhis metaphor would not have been fo general, had there 
hot been a conformity between the mental tafte and the lenfitive 
tafte. Addifon's Spedator ; N°. 400. 

2. It has in fome authors with before the model to which the 
conformity is made. 

'File end of all religion is but to draw us to a conformity with 
God. Decay of Piety ► 

3. In fome to. 

We cannot be otherwife happy but by our conformity to 
God. Tillotjon. 

Conformity in building to other civil nations, hath difpofed 
us to let our old wooden dark houfes fall to decay. Graunt . 

4. Confiftencv. 

Many inftances prove the conformity of the effay with the 
notions of Hippocrates. Arbutlmot on Aliments. 

ConfortaTion. n.J. [from conforto , a low Latin word, 1 
Collation of ftrength ; corroboration. 

For corroboration and confortation, take fuch bodies as are 
of aftringent quality, without manifeft cold. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. 
To CONPO'UND. v.a. [confondre, Fr. confundo, Latin.] 

1. 1 o mingle things fo that their feveral forms or natures can- 
not be difeerned. 

Let us go down, and there confound their language, that 
they may not underftand one' another’s fpeech. Gen. xi. 7. 

2. Io perplex; to compare or mention without due dif- 
tinClion. 

A fluid body and a wetting liquor are wont, becaufe they 
agree in many things, to be confounded. Boy'e'sHifi. of Fluidity. 

7 hey who ftrip not ideas from the marks men ufe for them, 
but confound them with words, muft have endlefs difpute. Locke. 

3. To difturb the appfehenfion by indiftin# words or notions. * 

I am yet to think, that men find their fimple ideas agree, 
though, in difeourfe, they confound one another with different 
names. L r ck 

4. To throw into confirmation ; to perplex; to terrify to 

amaze; to aftoniflh ; to ftupify. ^ J 

So fpake the foil of God ; and Satan ftood 
A while as mute, confounded what to fay. Milt. Par Rer 

Now with furies furrounded, ' ’ 

Defpai r in <7, confounded, 

He trembles, he glows, 

Amidft Rhodope’s fnows. p r 4 .j . cv r 

5. To deftroy ; to Overthrow. 1 * Su C ‘ aUa ‘ 
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